The Ladder – Marion Stanton and Penny Jacobsen 2005. Adapted from Rosemary Crossley 1994.

N.B. The user may use spelling or (if they are unable to spell) may use an object, picture or symbol based system to indicate. We are not testing the users understanding. We are addressing physical access issues with activities which slowly increase in complexity to develop our own facilitation skills. We may, however, find out more about the user’s skills incidentally as we progress up the ladder.

	 Step
	Purpose
	Activity (Literacy based)
	(Language Based)

	16
	Full communication.
	
	Self initiated by user – user gets aid  or asks for it without prompt. ***

	15
	User leads.
	
	Spontaneous conversation – user chooses topic. ***

	14
	Facilitator encourages.
	
	Wide ranging conversation – encouragement to use a range of structures may be needed – now you ask me a question.***

	13
	Facilitator Leads
	
	Answering questions – what did you do at the weekend? How did you like the movie?**

	12
	Many possible options.
	Giving the start of a paragraph/story for the user to finish.**
	

	11
	A range of options.
	Giving answers in a set context – picture captions, describing pictures, speech bubbles or cartoons.**
	

	10
	A few possible options.
	E.G. Words that rhyme with DAY. Name 5 wild animals/vegetables.*
	

	9
	Very few options.
	Cloze exercises – provide the missing word: Bob _____ a car. Name a green vegetable. Name an animal that provides cheese.*
	

	8
	Single choice from a range of options.
	
	Would you like Orange, Tea, Coffee or Lemonade: O, T, C, L. Do you want toast then bacon or bacon then toast for breakfast?*

	7
	Single point to the user’s choice out of 2.
	
	YES/NO,  TEA/COFFEE, CRISPS/BISCUIT.*

	6
	Set answers that require thought.
	Crosswords, Object, picture or symbol based thinking skills.
	

	5
	Set answers requiring a little thought.
	Association games: Knife goes with ____. The opposite of day is _____.
	

	4
	Facilitator dictates long sequence.
	THE QUICK BROWN FOX JUMPS OVER THE LAZY DOG. Could be done in words or symbols.
	

	3
	Facilitator dictates very short sequence.
	Point to the red one then the blue one. Spell HORSE. Labelling items. Type  your name.
	

	2
	Single point.
	Replace missing letter. An animal that goes meow what’s missing: C_T? Point to the red one. Which is the picture of the CAT? YES/NO, TRUE/FALSE.
	

	1
	Matching using a single point.
	Object, picture, symbol or word matching.
	Object, picture, symbol or word matching.

	Key:
	* facilitator may anticipate response from a small range.                      ** facilitators may anticipate response from a context. 

***  facilitators will only be likely to anticipate response as the communication progresses.


