readers' homes

new build

The Whitehorns had to battle
planners for over a year to
build their Arts and Crafts
style self-build in Surrey.

A beautiful and highly
adaptable home worth
Lr50,000 shows the wait
really was worth it
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© build diary and floorplan
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While the couple bought the site in fll knowdedge that it
did not have planning permission for a new house, they
hadd a fllback plan te redeslop the bungalow snd sell @ on
— If the worst came 1o the warst.

“| kmew | could build something 42 per cert bigges. sel
it on, #nd not kose oet on the deal.” says Nick

The fight is on

The Whitehorns took little comfort in their contingency
plars when the planners sejecied thew orginal application
about @ ronth afier it was submited. They remainad
delermined to fight for the house of their dieams, A few
mantks tater, after recewing @ modifed proposal, the
planmers took delegated powers to enable them 1o theow
aul that one oo, it looked liked Mick and |snet’s deeam
horme was doormed,

Do, but by no means out, the couple decided to elicit
the help of Wil Goodall, the architect sasigned by Skantec
to the project Together they compiled 3 detailed
information pack about the proposal which was than
delivered 1o every member of the planning committee.
Skantes charges between 3,740 and [2.500, plus VAT, o
assist clients in the planning process - an expense the
Whizehorns feel is warth every penny,

Letters of support from the Whiseharn's would-be
neighbours were also collected and passed on fo the
plannérs, But Nick's masterstroke was to win suppod for
the peoyect feom a local councillor Evertually, sight months
afber the Whitehaemy had staried soriong up theis plans, in
May 2002, the proposal was approved by the planning
subcommities 0 January 2008,

The Whitshoms breathed a huga sigh of relief. But they
could not rela for long, While the baithe 10 win plassing
consent had been hander and longer than they had
anticpated, the really hard work still lay shead of them.

Quick thinkin

The couple had their family home, a fve-bedroom
farrmhouse, o finance the project and were kving in a
house mearby. They had sgreed to take & in pert-payment
for the farmhouse after the housing market had slowed
following the Mew York temor attacks in September 2001,

“Wie had found a couple who wanted tha fasmhouse but
coulen't find o buser for thelr house." ways Nk, "5o we
swapped houses and took some cash im enchange. You
Pave to think on you feet *

‘Wiile the Whitsharn's temporary horme was perfectly
comiortable, they were kees to press on with bulding thelr
rew house @5 guickly a5 possible. As soom @s it was
Frtished, they cauld move froem the other houee, sell 4 and
Bank the procesds,

Mick, a retwred sakes director, decided he was gong to
progect marage the build himsed This was a fll-time ob
| wason site svery day, | was o laboure: when that was the
Best | could do, and | did shilled jobis whan my shills were
wp bo i says Mick

Services error

The cid burgalon wid demolished in March 2009 and the
existing sernces were disconnected. This meant the
Whatehorns had Lo srrunpe temporary sectricity and water
:.ppphcs Bﬁring m miind i was nn|5.- fwo months since
they had won the qunnlns batthe, the couple could nat
believe the peoblems they encountered when dealing with
ene of the uthty companics *
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& There is no hint at all of
origins. The design has
part, by the Arts and Cra
the late nineteenth ce







